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Cover story:
My Two Corvettes by Rick Reiff

Back in 1977, while in the Navy and stationed in Hawaii, | got the itch
to buy a sports car. Since my first ride in a family friend’s straight

axle in the ‘60s, | had always been a fan of the Corvette. So, one day
while exiting the ferry from Ford Island to what is now the Pearl Harbor
National Memorial, | spotted a red-on-red 1972 Corvette convertible
that was for sale. It had 35k miles on the odometer and Hooker side-
mount headers, which almost any 20 something would love (to this
day | still like side-mount headers on C2s and C3s). Needless to say,

| thought it would be (and was) a fun car to tool around in Oahu, so |
bought my first Corvette. The car was originally sold to a dealership

in lowa, and | am the third owner. Not sure which owner shipped it

to Hawaii, but when | was discharged from the Navy, | had it shipped
to Seattle, where | picked it up and drove it back to Kansas, where

| am originally from. This was in December, and | remember while
driving across Wyoming in flip-flops and island attire, “what are you
thinking, you could have stayed in Hawaii instead of traversing across
the western US in the dead of winter” but we made it back without any
major issues, besides meeting a Highway Patrolman somewhere in
Oregon.

Flash forward 20 years to when | thought it was time

to get some more horsepower out of the base 200 hp
engine and started looking at Corvette clubs in the
Denver area with the goal of learning more about my
‘72. | contacted a guy named Dennis Kazmierzak who
at the time was Charmain of this club called the Rocky
Mountain Chapter of the NCRS. After hearing about the
technical nature of what the NCRS is and meeting some
of the members, | joined. The '72 and | participated in
multiple Chapter and NCRS events including road trips
to Billings, Des Moines, and the Park City National in
2005 where | completed the necessary steps to get a
Founders Award.

During the 2008 Regional the Chapter was hosting, there was a fuel
leak that resulted in a fire that not only totaled the '72, but two other
cars plus my house. | kept the '72 which | am currently restoring and
hope to get it back on the road during 2025. Given my involvement
with the NCRS | wanted to get another Corvette while the '72 was
being restored. Enter my second Corvette, a 2003 black Z06, which

[ bought in 2011. | am the second owner of this car that was initially
purchased in Pennsylvania and traded for a Jaguar here in the Denver
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area. So far, this has been a
great car, and | have taken it

on multiple trips including the
road trip to the National in Novi,
Michigan in 2011 when we

got to drive it around the Road
America racetrack and the GM
Proving Grounds. My son Jared
and | have taken it to multiple
tracks in Colorado to participate
in track-day events, which the
Z06 is built for and were great
father-son experiences. To this
day, given the car is now 22
years old and has 54k miles on it
(some of which were aggressive
on racetracks), there is not a
single rattle to be heard. For me
the build quality of the newer
Corvettes is so good when
compared to my C3, however |
can’t wait to get the '72 back on
the road, even if it may have a
couple of rattles.

The pictures | sent to Dennis for
this article are from January 1977
in Hawaii when [ first bought the
72 and this year when Jared
took the car out to take some
pictures locally here in Colorado.
So, the pictures span the almost
48 years that | have owned a
Corvette.
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Calendar of Events

Florida Regional Jan.15-18 Melbourne, Florida
Southern Arizona Chapter March 7 Tucson, Arizona
Southeast Chapter March 14th  Pidgeon Forge, Tennessee
Southern California Chapter March 28 Cathedral City, California

The above calendar of events are listed as a reminder of what is hap-
pening during this publication cycle; Jan. - March.

New Members

Steve Beatty’s report always lists new members in each cycle of the
newsletter. Generally that comes out to about 1 new member per
month that joins the club. This newsletter is produced as one of the
information sources for new members as well as established rank and
file. For that reson, | felt like reaching out specifically to them in this
issue. | preface that simply because the following can be an old refrain
to those that have a membership number with four digits or five digits
with the first digit being 1.

The NCRS club’s mission is simple: “For the restoration
and preservation of Corvettes”. Restoration requires
understanding how it was assembled at the factory. That
requires research and learning. This is where it gets
interesting. Research is based on documented facts.
Those “peer reviewed” facts come from different sourc-
es; In no particular order: Chapter, Regional, and Nation-
al tech sessions, NCRS technical information manuals,
factory assembly manuals, published Restorer articles.

There is no exclusive approved approach to this madness, ( | use
that word with respect) except to vary your experience as much as
possible and keep an open mind. In that reguard, | have put together
a short illustration of what | would call: “The Deuvil is in the Details”.

The Devil is in the Details

With respect and reguard to many individuals who are reading this, |
have put together 2 pictures of a C2 area refered to in the “chassis”
section of the technical manual and JUDGING GUIDE. | simply picked
a C2 since #1. | have a lot of pictures of C2’s, and #2 | have owned
one for 53 years, and #3 they were not revered or protected from
use and abuse as later years and therefore, anything and everything
is in question. While that is also true of other years, | simply need to
limit this scope.
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To read the judging guidelines click on the plus sign (+) in the tool bar above in your PDF viewer.

Co nfigu ration: The manner in which components are shaped, molded, cast or machined.

Date: The extent to which the component date conforms to the logical sequence of manufacturer

and typically observed GM supply source intervals.

Com pleteneSS: The extent to which the component is totally present.

Installation: the extent to which the component is installed correctly.

FI n iSh: The extent to which the component surface finish glosses, texture, color, tint, and type con-

form to the judging standard.

There are no scoring sheets. This
is about understanding basic
concepts of evaluating what you
are looking at. Refer to the judg-
ing guidelines. You may imme-
diately be aware that there are
multiple variations in the descrip-
tions that require experience and
understanding. [| understand the
limitations of not seeing the ac-
tual item.] Interpretation of even
the best intentions of describing
items in language is difficult. Be-
ing an observer judge is the by
far, best way to learn how to inter-
pret guidelines. | list my 2 cents
worth on page 14. | welcome any
opinions and suggestions from
fellow members on this or any
other topic you may want to see.
ED

fypical finish, warrant an appropriate deduction.

Rear Suspenslon

Mmmmmmwm
paint. or other non-

Spring Assembly and Mounting Cushions

i ok ol

1316 mmmcumawsmm

ks, ar
rwswmgsl-gmgaynmbssmm and uses biack plastic H-shaped liners
between each leal. There shoukd be no gray overspray on the liners. Standard
su spmsms use & nine leaf rear spring, while RPO F41 suspension uses a seven
Wl ietsping T bottom
1 wwn-mmdwgmewwmleal This is appicabie to bath the standard and F41
suspension:

[ e outboard edge of all leaves, other than the lower main leal, is reduced in
thickness on each side and flare upward al the ends. The outboard edge of the
fomverleaf s wirrica oL 6 45 dogroo anglo on owoh comer. sexl B IKpd S o4
f the trailing arm with an assembly consisting of a 13/18” black phosphate
rubbar cushians, charmlered bare stee retainers (washers), a castie nut and msr

pin. The retainers (washers) are nstaliod with the tapered chamfered edge tacing
the rubber cushion. { € 73-1 ] No bands or clamps were present on original springs.
Shallow steel cups with & natural finish are crimped/peened over into the lower

spring leaf and the rear of the Irailing arm o CONLaIN the rubber cushions. [ € 73-2]
Differential and Yokes

The differential and rear cover is natural 1o black finish as cast
The rear cover is attached 1o the housing with 9I16° Grade 5
black phosphate bolts and lock washers. A known original head
mark is a circle with three radiating lines. The output yokes are
forge fiished steel with bare machined surfaces. The front
differential mounting bracket, referred 10 as the "longue” bracket,
s painted seni-gioss black Production carmer support brackets

The front bolt, which runs from ieht side 10 right, is retained by a
castie nut and cotter pin. The rear bolt runs. rom right side o left
and is retained wih a hex head nut. Bolts and lock washers for
) black 136"
x head. Bolts, nuts, washers and cofter pins for the front
BBl A ot e ot o plated. The fill
plug has a square head encircied with an integral fiange. A red
plasic insiricton 13 s located under 1o of 6l pug on cars
equpped with reads “USE POSITRACTION
UIFF LUBRICANT ONLY". '"-MO is no lubficant part number on
2 1988 differential Positraction tag. [ C 13-4]

m_cmssis

2019 Sixth Edition, First Printing

The haif o the dfferential ¥ U-bolts, lock
nuts.

Big Block

hwmm-mwmnmnamwheasm identified with a dab or ring of lime green paint
‘the shafl. Altachment 1o the differential yokes is via forged Steel caps secured with cadmium of zinc plated
mmdsndesmwmwnnmammmmhmmmm

Strut Rod bly and Stabilizer Bar Assembly
Strut Rods

[l it rods e e an may vy i ol fom frgingbick o 2 raturl frged o gy o e ray
tods have a 1-1/4 diameter steel enclosed rubber bushing in each end_ Later repiacements have ends
‘are noticeably larger dismeter. The strut rod bracket is semi-gloss biack, and is secured to the bottom
m-uumuqmmmrmmmwzm Grade 8 boits with lock washers and flat washers.
cam boks haws 40 sies; oth havo an M logo H tho logo & on the heed of e

m washer, the bolt and the cam washer are

i

NCRS 1966 Corvette Technical Information Manual and Judging Guide
format is M-DD-Y, whére M is the

i, DO D day of e month and ¥ is the year. Exanpie: 38 = = November 3, 1965. The casting number
for sem'rs . which Mlhecmerupsrdeauw The cover casting date
s located figh dug ically judged

Judging Guidance: WWa-'vdslyWwﬁamn!ufandmdmmdsrbemmnﬁhfm!iadnmma

U ona s Satpad co e betiom of the case. The format is CC MM DD YY, CC is a two-letter code
ralio, Posiraction or transmission type and engine type. (Table C-5) MM is the

mnnammnrmmmamwumm mple: AZ 4 25 86 = a 3:55 ratio Positraction for a 427
RS chchsicn prodicai A il 25th, 1966 € 13-5]

Drive Shaft and Half Shaft Assemblies

Drive shafts (propelier shafts) and half shafts are natural finish extruded steel tubes

welded to natural finish forged steel yokes. The tube diameter is 2 172° on haf

Shas and 2 on Give $ngis. Oriinal ubes. shoud nor show evidence of &
surface or have a lumed-in-a-lathe appearance. The weld bead shows

patterned

3 modecate ariount o dscoraton caused b heat. The i ahat s Saanced USing 8 weht welded 1 he
tube and typicaly has painted gréen and orange fings. The haf shaft inboard end bearing caps are secured in
two positions with a tab in the yoke forging and with spring clips in the other two. snshmms Tneo toard
@nd of the half shaft s bolted 1o the rear spindie flange with black phosghate bolts secured with natural steel
dﬁk‘d locks. 'WDW"' both of WQV\GSW‘ naﬂ\end of the french lock is bent against the boit head. Evidence

fiting
Mlmmmmmmmmngmuosamllal without recesses, numbers of logos. [ C 15-6
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
RMC Members

A little bit of a flashback for 2024. For the first time that | can
remember we had to cancel the Judging School back on March 16
because of too much snow and road closures. We moved the Judging
School to March 23 on C4 Corvettes, this was power point slide show
presented by Tim Ehlers.

Also, back on August 25 we had our Chapter Judging Meet at
Stevinson Chevrolet in Lakewood, CO. We had 4 cars registered

but only two cars were flight judged and one car for Sportsman.

The weather was great. Gregory Miller got Top Flight with his 1971
Corvette, Steve Beatty got Top Flight with his 2002 Corvette, and Jack

Judging Chairs Message
Humphrey received Sportsman Award with his 1971 Corvette.

by Martin Egan

Next, we had a Judging School in November 16
on The Matix Judging System. The school

was well attended and | know | and the rest of
the group learned a few things we did not
know as well. Tim Ehlers found the slide show
on The Matix Judging System on the internet
that was used by other NCRS Chapters.

Last, we have a Judging School in March 15,
2025. We have not come up with a subject
yet. So stay warm and safe, and have a Merry
Christman and a Happy New Year. Oh, right |
will see many of you at the Christmas Party on
January 4, see you then.

Save the wave.

Martin Egan 4320
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Club Discounts Info .
from Phillip Morgan December Club Tour to Colorado

Deluxe Speedometer is extending a 15% discount on Delco Batteries Ra | I Road M useum in GOIden ’

to NCRS members. Just show your membership card or some other
verification.

In addition, any Discount Tire Store will give NCRS members a 10%
discount. Simply advise them you are NCRS Fleet.

If you have any questions, you can contact:
Phillip Morgan #1340

3281 S Oneida Wy

Denver, CO 80224

720-544-1666

Since 1932

oDelu .
Speedome‘rer Service

~ John Rullo 2330 So. Kalamath St. Unit A
~ 303-629-6958 Local Denver, CO 80223
k 888-907-6505 Toll Free www.deluxespeedometer.com

DISCOUNT

(TIRE)

AUSTIN ZEHNER s
STORE MANAGER
6901 E. HAMPDEN AVE. 303.692.0802
DENVER, CO 80224 FAX: 303.692.9746
] m'rm CcOoM COD_13MGR@Discounttire.com
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Photos by Guy McMann

For Sale

1954 Corvette: Beautiful white
on red body off restored car in
Aurora, Colorado. Born May
3. Mainly a driver but never
judged. Has a 235 (911 block)
engine bored 30 over. All
engine parts restored. Many
but not all numbers match.
The engine is a F54Z out of

a 54 Belair with all the 54
Corvette goodies on it. VIN
2468. Beautiful paint job and
the panel gapping is excellent.
Has dual pot air cleaner

and all gauges restored and
working. New wiring harness
and excellent chrome. Re-
cored radiator and heater core.
All new suspension parts. All
new rubber. $3000 invested in
radio alone. Has NOS hubcaps
on it, even saved the boxes.

| have the ignition shielding.
Has less than 1000 miles since
started back up. Have the
original 241 (C) head restored
and bagged. Many pictures
taken during restoration. Has
a beautiful frame with no rust.
VIN stamped twice on top rail.
This was an Arizona car many
years ago. Top bows restored
by Sully with new canvas top.
Restored side curtains by
Newsome. Appraised in 2017
at $89,900. All lights work. |
started restoration in 94. Runs
good and shifts strong. $79,000

Email Guy McMann at
gmcmann@jeffco.us for an

appointment.
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ltem Value Color
2015 National Cooler $10.00 Blue
Challenger Jacket (SM - XL) $82.50 Red/Navy
Challenger Jacket (SM - XL) $82.50 Black/Black
Challenger Jacket (SM - XL) $82.50 Blue/Navy
Challenger Jacket (XXL - XXXL) $85.00 Red/Navy
Challenger Jacket (XXL - XXXL) $85.00 Black/Black
Challenger Jacket (XXL - XXXL) $85.00 Blue/Navy
Fleece Vests $35.00 Red
Fleece Vests $35.00 Blue
Fleece Vests $35.00 Black
Hats $30.00 Black
Hats $30.00 Black/Red
Hats $30.00 Brown
Hats $30.00 Beige
Hats $30.00 Beige/Green
Hats $30.00 Beige/Black
Polo Shirt - Short Sleeve $30.00 Red
Polo Shirt - Short Sleeve $30.00 Blue
Polo Shirt - Short Sleeve $30.00 White
Polo Shirt - Short Sleeve - Silk Touch (SM - XL) $25.00 Blue
Polo Shirt - Short Sleeve - Silk touch (XXL -
XXXL) $30.00 Blue

Polo Shirt
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Chambray Shirt (SM - XL) $35.00 Denim
Chambray Shirt (XXL - XXXL) $40.00 Denim
Chambray Shirt -Short Sleeve $30.00 Denim
Sweatshirt (SM - XL) $40.00 Gray
Sweatshirt (XXL - XXXL) $45.00 Gray
Sweatshirt (SM - XL) $40.00 Royal Blue
Sweatshirt (XXL - XXXL) $45.00 Royal Blue
T-Shirts - SS - Embroidered w/Pocket (SM - XL) | $30.00 Black
T-Shirts - SS - Embroidered w/Pocket (XXL -

XXXL) $35.00 Black
T-Shirts - Short Sleeve -Stenciled $10.00 Gray
T-Shirts -Ring Spun SS -Stenciled (SM - XL) $10.00 | Heather Charcoal
T-Shirts - Ring Spun SS -Stenciled (XXL - XXXL) $15.00 | Heather Charcoal
T-Shirts - Silk Touch LS -Stenciled (SM - XL) $15.00 Black Heather
T-Shirts - Silk Touch LS -Stenciled (XXL - XXXL) $18.00 Black Heather

Sweatshirt

T-Shirt

Membership in the NCRS is open to
persons interested in the restoration,
preservation and history of the
Corvette produced by the Chevrolet
Motor Division of General Motors
Corporation. NCRS is not affiliated
with Chevrolet or General Motors.

Membership in the Rocky Mountain
Chapter of the NCRS is open to

all members of the NCRS National
organization. Dues are $30.00 for
each year. First year dues entitle the
new member to a $10 discount on the
merchandise of their choice.

Advertising in the Rocky Mountain
Chapter Newsletter is free to all active
members, for all Corvette related items
or Corvettes for sale. Commercial
advertising rates for the Newsletter
are $15.00 for a business card, $25.00
for a ¥4 page, $40.00 for a 'z page
and $60.00 for a full page. All rates
are quoted for 4 issues or one-year
printing. Contact the editor for further
information. All editorial material can
be sent to the editor.

NCRS registered marks used in this
publication are: NCRS Founders
Award(], NCRS Master Judge
Award(], NCRS Performance
Verification Award(l, NCRS Flight
Award( ], The NCRS American
Heritage Award and NCRS
Sportsman Award(], and are
registered with the United States
Department of Commerce and
Trademark Office.

The Devil is in the Details

| did not pay attention to parts missing since both are incomplete, only what is there and appears correct to the person viewing

Chairman

Rick Reiff rickreiff@comcast.net
12/31/2026 (303) 956-2302

Vice Chairman

Jeff Roth jeffroth60@gmail.com
12/31/2025 (303) 517-7095
Judging Chairman

Martin Egan martinegan6@aol.com
12/31/2025 (307) 630-2272
Editor

Dennis Dalton newsletterrmc.dalton@gmail.com
12/31/2026 (719) 251-2033

Chapter Liaison/Membership
Steve Beatty

stingraycpa@hotmail.com

12/31/2026 (720) 501-8668
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Jerry Fearn jerryfearn@icloud.com
12/31/2026 (303) 352-9000

Treasurer

Jack Humphrey jackhumphreyh@gmail.com
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Technical Advisor
Gary Steffens CorvetteMasters@cs.com
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STEVINSON IS

CHEVROLET

it. All discrepancies | found are in Pic.#2 with the exception of the u-joint caps in both pics, which appear to have indentations

which would be a configuration issue.

Installation -Front diff. bracket, rear bolt installed backwards.
Configuration - Pinion u-joint has grease zerk, cant see the shaft u-joints - so can’t assume they are the same.

Finish - Cast blast paint used on diff. carier and strut rods, camber adjustment bolt or bolt and washer should be black phos-
phate, welds on half shaft appear turned or blasted, no discoloration, diff. tongue bracket bolt should be zinc or silver cad. not
gold, nuts on ubolts at diff. output yolk should be phosphate or natural, not bright zinc as are typical hardware over the counter.
ED

Long Sleeve T-Shirt
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